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European Elections

candidate strategies and representation

By Marinelli Lorenzo, Romania Alessandro and Santantonio Giovanni
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/ Interest and organization of our research
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The most recent EU elections sparked some debate about the strategic candidacy of party secretaries |
in multiple electoral colleges, we analysed the dataset in search of its effectiveness and impact '

\

\
Dataset: | Italian European elections 2004 to 2019, Italian borders of administratives entities 2019 \

Source Dataset: | Eligendo Open Data, ISTAT

Cleanup: ' Discrepancies between time of surveys and elections, missing data
Approach: | What are the relevant questions to be answered? How can we arrange and show the
8 data in an interesting way?
]
) Breaking up the dataset: ; Given the complexity of the dataset, find how it can be broken up in meaningful parts

Conclusions: ! Can conclusions be drawn? What are they?
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Questions

Party leaders

How do party leaders
candidacy influence
elections?

Representation

How do these strategies
influence the representation of
the voters?

vV

Strategies

What are some other
strategic candidacies
parties employ?

Why?
Is there any reason why
parties act like this?



Votes and Preferences Over Years Proportion of Candidate Preferences in Native College

—e— # VOTES —e— P Candidate where Born
--e- # PREFERENCES ~ | —— P Preferred where Born

The number of candidate preferences has been on the_____
decline, as has the overall voter turnout .-~ "\



g Time series of the dataset

Preferences over Valid Votes Proportion of Candidate Preferences in Native College

—e— PROPORTION —e— P Candidate where Born

**1 —— P Preferred where Born

PREFERENCES / VOTES

2014 seems to have been a particularly interesting year. ____

for voter representation, keep it in the back of yoeur .
mind el !



. between two biggest parties
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between two biggest parties

% Diff. between two biggest parties

. between two biggest parties
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. between two biggest parties
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ii : italia nord orientale
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ow are the votes
distributed?
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http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
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Do party leaders candidacy
influence elections?



1e6 Distribuzione delle Preferenze tra i Candidati Ordinati per i Primi 5 Partiti
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______How are the preferences distributed ?

I

AUTONOMIE PER L'EUROPA

PPA MOVIMENTO POLITICO PENSIERO AZIONE
SVP

POPOLO DELLA FAMIGLIA - ALTERNATIVA POPOLARE
LA SINISTRA

PARTITO ANIMALISTA

POPOLARI PER L'ITALIA

PARTITO COMUNISTA

FRATELLI D'ITALIA

FORZA NUOVA

CASAPOUND ITALIA - DESTRE UNITE

FORZA ITALIA

PARTITO PIRATA

MOVIMENTO 5 STELLE

LEGA SALVINI PREMIER

PARTITO DEMOCRATICO

+EUROPA - ITALIA IN COMUNE - PDE ITALIA

EUROPA VERDE
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______How are the preferences distributed ?
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Normalized Median, 50% Cumulative Preferences, and Candidates by Party

LEGA SALVINI PREMIER A

FORZA ITALIA

« Candidates
@ Median Preferences
@ 50% Cumulative Threshold

MOVIMENTO 5 STELLE - — @ = mecemmce = e e

FRATELLI D'ITALIA

PARTITO DEMOCRATICO - e

T

0.2 0.4 0.6
Normalized Number of Preferences




Other strategies
employed?
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Towny candidates

What if all those minor candidates were to
gather support on a strictly local level, ensuring
a base of support for the party while not being
elected outright?

® Personalities These Towny candidates would

e Local candidates have to:

® Member of a strong community 1. Win overwhelmingly in small

areas (province level)
2. Must not be elected



Percentuale di Preferenze (Normalizzate per Totale Preferenze per Provincia)

BALDASSAI NATA

BARTOLO-PIETRO —
BASSO-ALESSANDRA
BEGHIN-TIZIANA
BENIFEI-BRANDO MARIA
BERLUSCONI-SILVIO
BIZZOTTO-MARA
BONAFE"SIMONA
BONFRISCO-ANNA
BORCHIA-PAOLO
CALENDA-CARLO
CAROPPO-ANDREA
CASANOVA-MASSIMO
CASTALDO-FABIO MASSIMO
CECCARDI-SUSANNA
CHINNICI-CATERINA
CIOCCA-ANGELO
CORRAO-IGNAZIO
COZZOLINO-ANDREA
D'AMATO-ROSA
DA RE-GIANANTONIO
DE CASTRO-PAOLO
DE MEO-SALVATORE
DORFMANN-HERBERT
DREOSTO-MARCO
EVI-ELEONORA
FERRANDINO-GIUSEPPE
FERRARA-LAURA
FIDANZA-CARLO
FURORE-MARIO
GANCIA-GIANNA
GEMMA-CHIARA MARIA

[ J [ J
GIARRUSSO-DINO RICCARDO MARIA
GRANT-VALENTINO
GUALMINI-ELISABETTA
LANCINI-DANILO OSCAR

UZZI-ELENA
MAJORINO-PIERFRANCESCO
MELONI-GIORGIA
MORETTI-ALESSANDRA
PANZA-ALESSANDRO
PATRICIELLO-ALDO
PEDICINI-PIERNICOLA
PICIERNO-GIUSEPPINA
PIGNEDOLI-SABRIN,

PISAPIA-GIULIANO
REGIMENTI-LUISA
RINALDI-ANTONIO MARIA
ROBERTI-FRANCO

RONDINELLI-DANIELA 1 1 1

SALINI-MASSIMILIANO ) 4 X

s vai o T N TR T D T e I CEOEE W B O

SARDONE-SILVIA SERAFINA 1

SASSOLI-DAVID MARIA ]

SMERIGLIO-MASSIMILIANO — |

TAJANI-ANTONIO 1

TARDINO-ANNALISA ~ |

TINAGLI-IRENE H

TOIA-PATRIZIA FERMA FRANCESCA !

1

1

]

1

1

|

Candidati Eletti
nze (Rispetto al Totale)

Percentuale di

TOVAGLIERIHISABELLA
VUOLO-LUCIA
ZAMBELLI-STEFANIA
ZANNI-MARCO
ZULLO-MARCO

na -

o

vercelli
treviso
emilia -
perugia -
viterbo -
bari
messina
oristano -

verbano cusio ossola -|

T
5

alessandria -
bergamo -
biel
Ia spezia -
piacenza
frosinone -
massa carrara
macerata
0 di calabria -
vibo valentia -
campobasso
benevento
barletta andria tr.
sud sardegr
caltanissetta

monza e della brianza
reggio nel

Province (Raggruppate per Circoscrizione)
—




Percentuale di Preferenze (Normalizzate per Totale Preferenze per Provincia)
NOLFI-ISABELLA -
BALDASSARRE-SIMONA RENATA
BARTOLO-PIETRO
BASSO-ALESSANDRA
BEGHIN-TIZIANA
BENIFEI-BRANDO MARIA
BERLUSCONI-SILVIO
BIZZOTTO-MARA
BONAFE'-SIMONA
BONFRISCO-ANNA
BORCHIA-PAOLO
CALENDA-CARLO
CAROPPO-ANDREA
CASANOVA-MASSIMO
CASTALDO-FABIO MASSIMO
CECCARDI-SUSANNA
CHINNICI-CATERINA
CIOCCA-ANGELO
CORRAO-IGNAZIO
COZZOLINO-ANDREA
DAMATO-ROSA
DA RE-GIANANTONIO
DE CASTRO-PAOLO
DE MEO-SALVATORE
DORFMANN-HERBERT
DREOSTO-MARCO
EVI-ELEONORA
FERRANDINO-GIUSEPPE
FERRARA-LAURA
FIDANZA-CARLO
FURORE-MARIO
GANCIA-GIANNA
GEMMA-CHIARA MARIA
GIARRUSSO-DINO RICCARDO MARIA
GRANT-VALENTINO
GUALMINI-ELISABETTA
LANCINI-DANILO OSCAR -
UZZI-ELENA
MAJORINO-PIERFRANCESCO
MELONI-GIORGIA
MORETTI-ALESSANDRA
PANZA-ALESSANDRO
PATRICIELLO-ALDO
PEDICINI-PIERNICOLA
PICIERNO-GIUSEPPINA
PIGNEDOLI-SABRINA
PISAPIA-GIULIANO
REGIMENTI-LUISA
RINALDI-ANTONIO MARIA ~
ROBERTI-FRANCO
RONDINELLI-DANIELA ~
SALINI-MASSIMILIANO
sanava o ST E TS EEETE B CEE el R
SARDONE-SILVIA SERAFINA
SASSOLI-DAVID MARIA
SMERIGLIO-MASSIMILIANO -
TAJANI-ANTONIO
TARDINO-ANNALISA
TINAGLI-IRENE
TOIA-PATRIZIA FERMA FRANCESCA
TOVAGLIERISABELLA
VUOLO-LUCIA
ZAMBELLI-STEFANIA
ZANNI-MARCO
ZULLO-MARCO

nze (Rispetto al Totale)

Candidati Eletti

5
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2
3

vercelli
verbano cusio ossola -
alessandria -
bergamo -
biel
Ia spezia -
treviso
emilia -
piacenza
ascoli piceno -
frosinone -
massa carrara
perugia -
viterbo -
macerata
reggio di calabria -
vibo valentia -
campobasso
benevento
barletta andria tr.
bari
sud sardegna
caltanissetta
messina
oristano -

monza e della brianza
reggio nel

Province (Raggruppate per Circoscrizione)
—




Percentuale di Preferenze (Normalizzate per Totale Preferenze per Provincia)

NOLFI-ISABELLA -
BALDASSARRE-SIMONA RENATA

BARTOLO-PIETRO
BASSO-ALESSANDRA
BEGHIN-TIZIANA
BENIFEI-BRANDO MARIA
BERLUSCONI-SILVIO
BIZZOTTO-MARA
BONAFE'-SIMONA
BONFRISCO-ANNA
BORCHIA-PAOLO
CALENDA-CARLO
CAROPPO-ANDREA
CASANOVA-MASSIMO
CASTALDO-FABIO MASSIMO
CECCARDI-SUSANNA
CHINNICI-CATERINA
CIOCCA-ANGELO
CORRAO-IGNAZIO
COZZOLINO-ANDREA
DAMATO-ROSA
DA RE-GIANANTONIO
DE CASTRO-PAOLO
DE MEO-SALVATORE
DORFMANN-HERBERT
DREOSTO-MARCO
EVI-ELEONORA
FERRANDINO-GIUSEPPE
FERRARA-LAURA
FIDANZA-CARLO
FURORE-MARIO
GANCIA-GIANNA
GEMMA-CHIARA MARIA
GIARRUSSO-DINO RICCARDO MARIA
GRANT-VALENTINO
GUALMINI-ELISABETTA
LANCINI-DANILO OSCAR
UZZI-ELENA
MAJORINO-PIERFRANCESCO
MELONI-GIORGIA
MORETTI-ALESSANDRA
PANZA-ALESSANDRO
PATRICIELLO-ALDO
PEDICINI-PIERNICOLA
PICIERNO-GIUSEPPINA
PIGNEDOLI-SABRINA
PISAPIA-GIULIANO
REGIMENTI-LUISA

RINALDI-ANTONIO MARIA ~
ROBERTI-FRANCO
RONDINELLI-DANIELA
SALINI-MASSIMILIANO

satvinival o N T E I EETTERETE T T W T
SARDONE-SILVIA SERAFINA
SASSOLI-DAVID MARIA

SMERIGLIO-MASSIMILIANO -
TAJANI-ANTONIO
TARDINO-ANNALISA
TINAGLI-IRENE
TOIA-PATRIZIA FERMA FRANCESCA
TOVAGLIERISABELLA
VUOLO-LUCIA
ZAMBELLI-STEFANIA
ZANNI-MARCO
ZULLO-MARCO

nze (Rispetto al Totale)

Candidati Eletti

5
]
2
3

vercelli
verbano cusio ossola -
alessandria -
bergamo -
biel
brescia =
Ia spezia -
emilia -
piacenza
ascoli piceno -
frosinone -
massa carrara
perugia -
viterbo -
macerata
reggio di calabria -
vibo valentia -
campobasso
benevento
barletta andria tr.
bari
sud sardegna
caltanissetta
messina
oristano -

monza e della brianza
reggio nel

Province (Raggruppate per Circoscrizione)
—




Preferences
expressed to non
elected
candidates

The only place for these towny
candidates to get large wins is very few
places.

Sardinia had the highest preferences
votes ratio (96%) but spread out its
preferences between many candidates



Amongst candidates which
didn't get a seat:

we calculated the upper bound
of votes they got, thus the
number of seats per college
contributed to the party

seats gotten by votes to non elected candidates

0.08



And then we subtract the actual
eu parliamentarians:

We reduce the impact of party
secretaries present in every
college blocking other
candidates

seats gotten by votes to non elected candidates

0.08
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How do these strategies
impact representation?



Most voted person also born in region

Partito Democratico Movimento 5 stelle




Lega Salvini Premier

Forza Italia




Fratelli D'ltalia




- lLess representation problem

.
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® Having party leaders as candidates thwarts accurate representation as less preferences will
decide the inner party ranking, as some party leaders cater preferences toward themselves.

® Accurate representation in the eu parliament goes down further when those party leader that
got the majority of preferences waive their right to become a parliamentarian.

® 76 people effectively became parliamentarians for that legislation, with only 5,260,036
preferences in total, with 27,780,855 total voters in this election

General proportions of preferences given to candidates born in college

1.0
0.8
0.88 0.46 0.72 0.7 0.68
B 06
| | |7

Nord West Nord East Center South Islands General




Proportions of preferences given to candidates born in college

Lega Salvini Premier

Partito democratico

> .
E Movimento 5 stelle

Forza ltalia

Fratelli d’ltalia -

|
Nord West Nord East Center




LEGA SALVINI PREMIER

PARTITO DEMOCRATICO

FORZA ITALIA

MOVIMENTO 5 STELLE

FRATELLI D'ITALIA

Nord west

Party Candidates native to college

Nord east

Center

Party

Islands

General




LEGA SALVINI PREMIER

PARTITO DEMOCRATICO

MATTEO SALVINI

MARA BIZZOTTO

ANGELO CIOCCA

CARLO CALENDA

PIETRO BARTOLO ((GIULIANO PISAPIA

SIMONA BONAFE'

CATERINA CHINNICI | IRENE TINAGLI

LUISA REGIMENTI

FRANCO ROBERTI

GIUSEPPE FERRANDINO | ELISABETTA GUALMINI

DAVID MARIA SASSOLI

ANDREA COZZOLINO

GIUSEPPINA PICIERNO

MASSIMILIANO SMERIGLIO

'BRANDO MARIA BERIFEL

PAOLO DE CASTRO

FORZA ITALIA
SILVIO BERLUSCONI

MOVIMENTO 5 STELLE

IGNAZIO CORRAO

RA MARIA GEMMA | AURA FERRARA

MARIO FURORE

ALDO PATRICIELLO

ANTONIO TAJANI

FRATELLI D'ITALIA

GIORGIA MELONI

SVP

HERBERT DORFMANN




-
- - -

PARTITO DEMOCRATICO

LEGA SALVINI PREMIER

I CARLO CALENDA SIMONA BONAFE' FRANCO ROBERTI || DAVID MARIA SASSOLI| § | MARA BIZZOTTO ANGELO CIOCCA
I MASSIMO CASANOVA || ANDREA CAROPPO || SUSANNA CECCARD!
CATERINA CHINNICI e s
PIETRO BARTOLO
ANNA
TRENE TINAGLT || FHsteem™ cusunma
PAOLO BORCHIA ELENA LIZZI
I GIULIANO PISAPIA
PicieRno || PAOLO DE CASTRO ||
PIERFRANCESCO MAJORINO
I BRANDO MARIA BENIFED
l MARCO CAMPOMENGST
C—
-
= -~
~
~
~

FORZA ITALIA
SILVIO BERLUSCONI

MOVIMENTO 5 STELLE

IGNAZIO CORRAO

ALDO PATRICIELLO GIUSEPPE MILAZZO

ANTONIO TAJIANI 7

SALVATORE DE MEO

FRATELLI D'ITALIA

A LAURA FERRARA RAFFAELE FITTO

SVP

HERBERT DORFMANN




Where do the euro
parliamentarians
come from?




ADINOLFI ISABELLA
JALDASSARKL SIMONA RENATA
BARTOLO PIETRO.
BASSO ALESSANDRA
BEGHINTIZIANA
HENIFELBRANDO MARIA
BERLUSCONLSIVIO
w201 0-mARS
BONAFE'SIMONA
BONFRISCO-ANNA
BORCHIAPAOLO
CALFNDACARLO.
CAROPPO-ANDREN
CASANOVAHASSING
CASTALDO-FABIO NASSIMO
CECCARDI-SUSANNA
CHINNICI-CATERINA.
CIOCCAMNGELO
CORRAQ-IGNAZIO.
CO7ZOLINO-ANDR
DAMATO-ROSA
DA RE.GIANANTONID
DE CASTRO-PAOLD.
DE MEO-SALVATORE
DORFMANN-HERBERT-
DREGSTO-MARCO.
EVLELEONORA
FERRANDINO.GIUSEPPE
FERRARALAURA
FIDANZA CARLO
FURORE-MERIO.
GANCIA GIANNA
GENMA-CHIARA MARIA
‘GIARRUSSO-DINO RICCARDO HARIA
GRANTVALENTINO.
‘GUALMINI ELISABETTA
LANCINLDANILO OSCAR.
h
MAJORIND-PIERFRANCESCO.
MELONI GIORGIA
MORETTLALESSANDRA.
PANZA ALESSANDRO
PATRICIELLO-ALDO.
PLOICIN PLANICOLA
PICIERNO GIUSEPPINA.
PIGNLDOLI SADRINA
PISAPLA GIULIAND
BLGIMLNTI VIS
RINALDL-ANTONIO MARIA
ROULATH RANCO
RONDINFLLLDANIFLA
SALINIHASSIHILIAND
SAVINMATTED,
SARDONE-SILVIA SERAFINA
SASSOLIDAVID MARIA
SMERIGLO-MASSIMILIANO

TAANEANTONIO

TARDING-ANNALISA
TINAGLIRENE

TOIAPATRIZIA FERMA FRANCESCA
TOVAGUERMSABELLA
VuoLo-LuCI

MBELLLSTEFANIA

ZANNIARCO

ZuLLomARCO

reqqio di calabria

125000
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Could there be any reason
why some parties use
this strategy?



Search analysis for party
(or leader) program

=== Partito Democratico
Movimento 5 Stelle

m— |ega

= Fratelli d'Italia
Forza Italia

=1 Zingaretti
Di Maio

w1 Salvini

w1 Meloni
Berlusconi




Enhanced Weighted Bipartite Graph with Color-Coded Edges

programma M5S

\
\—

programmarl
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How do party leaders candidacy
influence elections?

By receiving significantly more votes than other candidates from their party, party leaders secure
seat in parliament even for minor candidates who have a smaller local voter base in a given college.
This is particularly common in right-wing parties.



What are some other strategic
candidacies parties employ?

The strategy of fielding towny candidates from specific constituencies or regions does not appear
to have a significant impact on election outcomes, as demonstrated by the data.
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How do these strategies influence the
representation of the voters?

They negatively impact voter representation, especially for right-wing parties, as they allow parties
to avoid running local politicians. This undermines regional or provincial representation,
particularly in southern Italy.
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Why are these tactics used?

It is difficult to gauge the efficacy of a party leader’s candidacy, however some data suggests that
voters might have an interest in personas when searching for information about elections. But
there are several variables at play which are outside of our dataset, and in general difficult to

quantify
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Comuni Clustering Based on Modularity Class




